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OUR NEWEST MATERIALS

Some of our newest bestsellers include "The Duke and I,"
"Dark Sky," and "Hilo Book 7: Gina--The Girl Who Broke the
World." New movies this week include "All Creatures Great and
Small," "Miss Scarlet and the Duke," and "Monster Hunter."
Click the link below to get a weekly roundup of our newest
materials sent to your inbox, courtesy of Wowbrary.
CLICK HERE TO SET UP YOUR ALERTS!
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LETTER FROM

THE DIRECTOR

How are public libraries and economic development linked?
Public libraries are part of the scaffolding that supports economic development.
By scaffolding I mean the often hidden, taken-for-granted infrastructure that makes a
community attractive to investors, businesses, and workers. Government provides services like
road maintenance, downtown improvements, and parks. Schools provide structured education
for children, enable parents to work, and build community among families. Libraries are
recession-proof downtown anchors that support arts development, generate foot traffic,
provide entertainment and self-education resources for all ages, and offer services like free
access to public computers and the internet, voter registration, tax forms, early literacy
programs, friendly, helpful staff and of course, BOOKS.
Recently, I attended a large get-to-know-you Zoom meeting held by the new Defiance County
Economic Development Director, Erika Willitzer. During the meeting I realized that I was the
only one representing an organization that had county-wide physical locations. This gave me a
few ideas for partnerships that I hope to implement. Stay tuned as the pandemic loosens its
grip for new connections and collaborations.

Best wishes,
Cara Potter

Director, Defiance Public Library System
cpotter@defiancelibrary.org
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STAFF SNAPSHOT:
Elizabeth Alexander, Adult Services Associate

Elizabeth
IF YOU COULD BE ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD RIGHT NOW, WHERE WOULD IT BE + WHY?

I would like to be in New Zealand. It's a beautiful country and, better yet, it's summer down
there.
IF YOU COULD ACQUIRE ANY NEW SKILL OR TALENT, WHAT WOULD IT BE?
I've always wanted to learn how to play the violin. Or, if we are going into the realm of fantasy, I would
quite like to be able to talk to my cats and understand why they insist on meowing all the time.
YOU CAN PICK ANY FICTIONAL CHARACTER TO BE YOUR NEW BEST FRIEND. WHO DO YOU PICK?
My current favorite piece of fiction is "Good Omens," and the two main characters are incapable of
being separated in my mind. There can not be one without the other. So I suppose I would have to pick
two: Aziraphale and Crowley, an angel and a demon, neither of whom are very good at their jobs and
make very unlikely but still the best of friends.
WHAT IS THE BEST PIECE OF ADVICE YOU HAVE EVER RECEIVED?
I have received a lot of good advice in my life but have seldom ever followed it myself. But, I would say
that the advice to practice your passions not to 'win' at them but because they make you happy.
Happiness is not a waste of time just because it is not 'profitable.'
ON WHAT TOPIC COULD YOU GIVE A 20-MINUTE PRESENTATION WITHOUT ANY PREPARATION?
Twenty minutes is an awfully long time to present on any topic in my opinion and I consider myself a
better student than a teacher. I suppose the paper I did my English capstone paper on could give me
quite a bit to talk about. How Social Disability Affects the Mind of a Hero: How Social Conditioning
Destroys the World in The Chronicles of Thomas Covenant. If you want something more fun and less dry
then probably the merits and historical ramifications of fanfiction. But truthfully, as long as you don't
need it to be factual I can talk about anything. I really don't like this question. Twenty minutes is too
long. I could probably give a five- or ten-minute presentation on those, but 20 would be pushing it.
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MARCH MADNESS!

Click these flyers to see more!

THE WORTHINGTON CEMETERY PROJECT

Last month, we published part one of The
Worthington Cemetery Project on the
Defiance Public Library System blog. In it,
DPLS' Sarah Marshall dives deep into the
history, present, and future of Defiance
County's only known historic Black
cemetery. Since then, we've been
contacted by a number of community
members who hold pieces to this puzzle.
You can read the story of one such
encounter over on the blog now. To visit,
just click the picture at right.
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Fresh from
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AT ALL THREE LOCATIONS: NEW STEAM KITS!

Book Bundles

Get creative while discovering the principles of science, technology, engineering,
art, and math! Free STEAM-centered craft kits will be available at all three libraries
this month, while supplies last!

AT DEFIANCE

iSpy Window at DPL
PUBLIC LIBRARY

Kid's puzzle packs

Book + Activity Duos

Carry-out Crafts

Book
BookBundles
Bundles

Call the
Storytime
Phone Line
at 419-7821456 and
press
4 to
hear a story
anytime!

MARCH 2021
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3-STAR LIBRARY CARDS FOR STUDENTS NOW AVAILABLE

Did you know students who are enrolled in Defiance
County's public or parochial schools are eligible to
receive their own special library card? The 3-STAR card
allows digital content access and a limit of three print
items to check out (adult fiction not permitted.) A
parent or legal guardian does not need to be present
or sign for a student to receive this card. This is a finefree card, but fees for lost or damaged items will be
charged to the account, which will reduce the number
of checkouts the student is allowed. The 3-STAR card
will expire when the cardholder graduates high school.
If you're a parent, caregiver, or teacher who would like
to know more about the card, call or visit your DPLS
library!
CONGRATS TO OUR 2021 TEEN WINTER CRAZE WINNERS!
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NEWSLETTERS

For more on MakerSpace
and YA events this month
at DPLS, check the March
editions of the
MAKERSPACE MOMENT
+

YA SQUEEZE

Upcoming this month:

For more information on each event, visit defiancelibrary.org/calendar or call your library.

Month-long:
Read Across America Bookmark Contest — Download an entry form at defiancelibrary.org.
The Great Teen Read — Read along on Instagram (@dplslibraries)
Swords + Lasers Fantasy and Sci-fi Online Book Club — New members welcome!
The Tournament of Books — Follow our social media for your chance to vote!
March 2 | Carryout STEAM kits available at all three libraries
March 2 | Seed/recipe exchange boxes debut at Johnson memorial Library (JML)
March 8 | Paracord Survival Bracelet Kits (pre-register to prellstab@defiancelibrary.org)
March 11 | 4 PM — (Virtual) Knit + Crochet Club (Facebook) Knit stitch begins at 4 p.m., with
crochet to follow at 5 p.m. Beginners are welcome!
March 16 | 1:30 PM — Bookworms book club (SBL)
March 16 | 5:30 PM — Hooked on Books book club (JML)
March 22-31 | MakerSpace Spring Cleanout on social media (@dplslibraries)
March 31 | 4 PM — DPLS Board of Trustees to Meet
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